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Dear Parents and Carers 

Welcome to our safeguarding newsletter. 

This newsletter focuses on car seat awareness, water safety and information about apps, Netflix and You Tube. 

Please remember that if you ever have a safeguarding concern regarding your child, or indeed another child, you 

can always speak to any member of staff or a member of our school’s safeguarding team. 

Designated Safeguarding Lead 

Mrs Webb 
What is the role of the Designated Safeguarding Lead at 

St Augustine’s?  

The Designated Safeguarding Leads have a crucial role in 

taking lead responsibility for child protection issues in school.  

A DSL is always available during school hours for staff to 

discuss any safeguarding concerns. DSLs are trained to take 

on this role and that training is updated every two years, 

with additional training and conferences in between.  

Key aspects of the ‘Designated Safeguarding Lead’ role 

include:  

✓ Ensuring that all staff are aware of the processes for 

raising safeguarding concerns  

✓ Ensuring all staff understand the signs of child abuse 

and neglect  

✓ Referring any concerns to Children’s Social Care  

✓ Monitoring children who are the subject of Child 

Protection and CiN (Child in Need) Plans  

✓ Maintaining accurate and secure child protection 

records  

✓ Raising awareness of the school’s safeguarding 

policies and procedures and ensuring these are 

implemented and reviewed regularly 

For more information you can also find our Child Protection 

& Safeguarding Policy on our school website.  

 

WHO TO CONTACT IF YOU HAVE 

A CONCERN ABOUT A CHILD 

If you are worried about a child, please 

do not hesitate to contact one of the 

Designated Safeguarding Lead’s below. 

 
Mrs Colbeck Headteacher 

 
Mrs Haworth Mrs Malcolm 

Assistant Headteachers 

 
Mrs Webb Mrs Pound 

Pupil and Family Support 

 

Our Chair of Governors can be contacted 

via the school office by email office@st-

augustines.lancs.sch.uk or by telephone 

on 01282 426938. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Report any concerns if you suspect a child is being abused or is in danger of being abused by contacting the 

Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) on 0300 123 6720 

If a child is in immediate danger, call the Police immediately on 999. 
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    Car Seat Awareness  

We have been made aware that there are some children arriving at school in cars 

without any safety restraint. 

Did you know?  

“Seat belts did not become a legal requirement for real passengers until 1987? Even 

more remarkably the use of children’s car seats wasn’t made a legal requirement 

until 2006! Since then, all infants from birth until a certain age or height must be in 

a specially designed car seat. 

This is a legal requirement and failure to do so will likely result in you receiving a £500 fine but, of course, the threat 

of a cash fine pales into insignificance when compared to the realities and outcomes of an accident.” 

https://incarsafetycentre.co.uk/  

Main points of the law: 

1. Height based seats are required to be used REAR FACING for a minimum of 15 months. 

2. A suitable* child car seat must be used until the child reaches a height of 135cms or 12 years old, whichever 

is reached first. *suitable = a seat that is intended for the child’s height, weight and the vehicle it is to be used 

in.  

 

The purpose of the regulations and the law is to improve levels of safety for children in 

vehicles. It is our responsibility to ensure our children are protected to the best of our ability. 

 

What are the legal requirements for rear-facing car seats? 

New laws dictate that children must travel in rear-facing car seats until they are 15 months old. Furthermore, you must 

never fit a rear-facing car seat in the front of your car where there is an active passenger airbag. 

What are the legal requirements for forward-facing car seats? 

From 15 months old onwards, it is believed that your child’s neck will be strong enough to more reasonably handle 

the impact of an accident and, therefore, forward-facing car seats may be used. However, it is recommended that 

rear-facing seats are used for as long as possible. 

What car seat is legally required for my child? 

There are two categories of seats: those that are manufactured to the latest EU standard ECE R129, known as i-Size 

and are based on a child’s height; and those manufactured under the EU standard ECE R44 which are weight based. 
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        Water Safety 

As we enter the warmer months ensuring children's safety around open 

water is crucial, especially given the rising number of drowning incidents in 

the UK. Recent data reveals a concerning increase in child drownings: 

• Between 2019-2023, there were 125 child drowning deaths in 

England, with numbers 

• rising from 20 in 2019-20 to 41 in 2022-23. 

• Approximately 40-50 children drown annually in the UK 

Schools play a crucial role in educating children about water safety, particularly regarding the dangers of swimming in 

reservoirs, rivers, and lakes.  

Here’s the key advice children should be given: 

The Dangers of Open Water 

   Cold Water Shock – Teach children that even on hot days, open water can be dangerously cold and cause their 

body to go into shock, making it hard to breathe or move. 

        Strong Currents & Underwater Hazards – Explain how rivers and reservoirs can have unseen currents that pull 

them under, along with hidden obstacles like rocks and weeds. 

    Steep & Slippery Banks – Many lakes and reservoirs have steep, muddy edges, making it difficult to climb out if 

they fall in. 

Safer Choices & Responsible Behaviour 

  Where It’s Safe to Swim  

  The ‘No Swimming’ Rule for Reservoirs & Rivers – Explain why these areas are unsafe, even if the water looks calm. 

  Peer Pressure Awareness – Teach children how to say no if friends encourage risky behaviour near open water. 

The ‘Float to Live’ Technique (from the RNLI) 

• If they fall into water, they should fight the instinct to panic and splash. 

• Lie back in the water, extend their arms and legs, and try to float. 

• Tilt their head back to keep airways open and breathe slowly. 

• Call for help or try to reach a safe place once they have calmed down. 

Emergency Actions & First Aid 

   Calling 999 – Teach children to call 999 or 112 and ask for the Coastguard (at sea), Fire 

Service (inland water), or Ambulance. 

   Never Jump in to Save Someone – Instead, shout for help, throw a floating object (like a life ring), or use the ‘reach 

and rescue’ technique with a stick or rope. 

                 Learn Basic Water Survival Skills – Schools should provide swimming lessons if possible, focusing on staying afloat, 

treading water, and safe exits from deep water. 

 

 



 

 



 

 


